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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE 
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Truth like Sun, is shining with brilliance all the time. 
Due to the rotation of our planet, we experience light and 
darkness alternatively, Sometimes, even during day time, 
thick clouds block the rays of Sun making us think that the 
“it Sun is not there. But clouds come and go. They can 
— | never be permanent. When the cloud passes away, we 
oe | again enjoy. the Sunshine. Similarly, Truth gets distorted 
Ch: ane and obscured sometimes, But ultimately Truth will prevail. 


ere hee dl 
— 


. a | All efforts to dispe! the clouds of falsehood should be 
ee | welcomed. Shri 7. R. Rao is a great crusader for Truth. 
e 4 We have great pleasure in publishing this Booklet which 


zh would spread Light, 
| 


iad Those interested to know more details are advised to 
, go through the books, ‘Truth about Kumbhakonam Mutt 
and ‘Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam-A Myth’. 


‘i 
a 49. North Veli Street, 
A an Madurai-625 001. 
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Note by the Author 


lam one of those much anguished at the running 
Controversy among the ardent followers of Hinduism in 
India (Particularly in South India) about the Kanchi- 
Kumbhakonam Math, which claims to be one of the Amnaya 
Maths established by Sri Adi Shankara, there by possessing 
cartain appertinant attributes leading to Supremacy. 


Having been a victim of this burdensome disturbance 
which engulfed my thinking box for more than half of a century, 
|! have been probing into the inner depths of this vicious 
controversy with a view to disburden the weight on my listless 
mind. ime i] 


To find the factual statements, hereto attached, was a 
great relief to me and | present this Booklet with the fond hope 
that similar disturbed minds will get rid of the burdensome 
anguish caused by the vicious controversy once for alt: 
particularly because this projection usurping claims has in fact 
no approval of the Kanchi Paramacharya, 


Camp:- MADRAS. 


Author, 
10.8.1988, : 
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ganda of the Kanchi’- Kumbhakonam Math - (a propaganda 
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mainly sustained by the media Clout) end «every. new day 
bringing out new claims on its behalf by anew Spokesmanor 
an old spokesman with anewname, 
The several sporadic’ and oft. repeated claims: of ‘the 
Kanchi Kumbhakonam Math may <be listed: f6r convenience 
__ (i) that Sri Adi Shankara’ established Five Maths «the 
Fifth being at Kanchi with himself asthe’ presiding Pontiff, as 
such that it is the central and supteme ‘among his five maths: ° 


- oes 
ae 


(ii) that while all the five maths have the Amnaya “Atti. ! 


butes like Veda, Maha-vakya etc,, the Maha-Vakya of the 
Kanchi Kamakoti Math is * OM TATSAT a Ce et ge 


(iil) that finally Adi Shankara passed away at Kanchi 
where his Samadhi. still exists even today in the Kamakshi 
Temple Complex, Ne Be 

all The Three Claims (above-listed) seem to be pivotal as 
all other claims of the Kanchi Math depend directly or indirectly 





There are several books based on irrefutable historical records, 
copper plates and stone-inscriptions to disprove afl the claims 
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of the Kanchi Kumbhakonam Math. Besides, there are the 
judgements of Lower Courts, High Courts, Supreme Court and 
the Privy Council to prove the non-existence of the Kanchi 
Kumbhakonam Math till the last quarter of the Eighteenth 
Century. 


A host of impartial gentleman of unblemished impartiality 
like Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr. Sampoornanda, Swami Shivananda of 
Hrishikesh, Swami Ramatirth, Swami Tapasyananda (of 
Ramakrishna Math)., Dr. K, M. Munshi, Dr, C, P. Ramaswamy 
lyer, have unequivocally testified to the non-existence of the 
Kanchi Knmbhakonam Math before the 18th Century A. D. 


Aii-india Pandits’ conferences held at Varanasi and 
Surat also unanimously declared that Sri Adi Shankara estab- 
lished only four Maths (Sringeri, Owaraka, Badri and Puri) and 
that there was no fifth Math established by Sri Adi Shankara. 


Again, many prominent traditional Pandits from all over 
India gave several statements through the Print media clari- 
fying that Sri Bhagavathpada did not establish any math besides 
the four Amnaya Maths of Sringeri, Dwaraka, Badri and Puri, 


Inspite of all this, some followers of the Kanchi Kumha- 
konam Math have been continuously indulging in the false 
propaganda of the Fifth math by invoking all means at their 
disposal. 


Disapproving of the Fifth Math's Claims, the Government 
of Tamilnadu - the home State of the Kanchi Kumbhakonam 
Math - have published a Book on history of india mentioning 
that only Four Maths (Sringeri, Dwaraka, Badri and Puri) were 
the Maths established by Sri Adi Shankara. (Page 91 of India 


Varalaru ) 


2. The Fifth Math 


The Propaganda agents of Kanchi Kumbhakonam Math 
(for all the claims put forward on behalf of that Math) depend 
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upon tive books Published by that Math - Guru Ratna Malika, 
sushama, Punyashloka Manjari, Makaranda, Parishishta etc. 


The establishment of the fifth Math at Kanchi (Kumbha 
Konam) by Sri Shankarabhagavathpada is vouchsafed by these 
books directly or indirectly. Critics have  irrefutably 
shown that these five books were not in existance before 1873 
A. D., because * Siddhantha Patrika”- a pet publication of the 
Kumbhakonam Kanchi Math (first published in 1873, repeatedly 
reprinted by the Math-the fourth of such reprint being in 1969) 
contains several statements contradictory to these five Books. 
To go into details of these contradictions will be another book 
which was however handled in great detail by Brambhashri 
Mudigonda Venkatarama Sastry garu in his Kamakoti Satakoti- 
{a Sanskrit work), 


The present Paramacharya of Kanchi Kumbhakonam 
Nath in 1932 at the height of his glory (during the Silver 
Jubilee year of his ascent to Kumbhakonam Kanchi Math) gave 
some lectures in Madras on Sri Shankara Bhagavathpada. 


The speeches were later released in a book form by the 
Kalaimaga! Office (Mylapore, Chennai) in 1933. The 12th 
speech was delivered on 9th November, 1932 and it appears 
in the book from page 214 onwards. During the course of. the 
speech, the Kanchi Kumbhakonam Peethadipathi (now Parama- 
charya) stated that “ Sri Shankara Bhagavathpada perambut 
ated the Bharatha thrice from Sethu to Himalayas-Visiting many 
Kshetras like Gckarnam, Shrisaidam, Rameswaram, Tirupati, 
Jambakeshwaram, Jagannadham, Dwaraka, Sringeri etc. He 
established Mathas at four places. Bairagis go round the four 
places viz. Badrinath, Ramanath, Dwarakanath and Jagannath 
and call them as four places of Pilgrimage. they are in four 
directions of Bharath. Similarly Srimad Acharyal established 
Four maths (in the four directions). 


Sri Achatyal established a Srichakra at Kanchipura 
converting the Ugra Kala of Devi into Shanta Kala, 
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A Photostat copy of the relevant part of the (Kumbha- 
konam) Peethadhipathi’s speech (Page 221-222)is given below 
for the information of the readers. © 
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accepted Py! all historians. 


the Karchi kemthakonem Peethadhipathi has never 
claimed that Sri Shankara has established a fifth math at 
Kanchipuram. [tis very clear that in his own opinion, Sri Shan- 
kara has only put up a Srichakara at Kanchi and made the Devr 
3 Shantamurthi and did not establish the.so called Fifth Math- 


But, uAfortunatety she followers ‘of. the Paramachary a 
dospae-c his specific utterance) still indulge in doing. propa- 
ganda. through: all the mage et sal $0: Hey “Ron- existing 
Fifth x Sgcue 
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ae is dciy viatesting to note that the. Géornsiiant Of 


“Tamiliiadu ‘bas aisa gecepted the» Paraniacharya’ s Statement 


that Sri Saankara -Bhagavathpada has. not established .any 
Math-et Kanchi .or Kumbhakenam , in Tamilnadu and that Sri 
Shankara established only four maths in the four directions of 


. Bharth. This slear “and un-equivocal opinion: ‘of the Government 
eof Tamitnady can be found. at PP. 91-92 of their own Pubii- 


cation in Tamil + fadia Varaleru (indian ‘History) edited by 


- JR: Radhakrishnan, ‘This*book-has been reprinted in-1988. In 
- this publication, the Government of Tamilnadu. has also. accept- 


ed the date of. Shankara: as 788- 820A, D. ». which, is > Menaeelly 


coe 
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3, A ‘Wows Mshavakya 


uni view eee ‘a@ omiche for: the Kumbhakonam 
Kanchi Math’aS:an’Amnaya Math, its propaganda agents created 
some imaginary Quaiifications for this. math mentioned. ina 
spurious Matha Amnaya Code oftheir own. One of the attri- 
butes is that this Math has also an Upadesha Mahavakya 
“OMTATSAT", When it was pointed ‘out that it is not an 
Upadesha Vakya, as this Vakya‘does not Satisfy the ‘prerequi- 
sites’ i a Maha Vakya which has -to ‘indicate “unity ‘of Jeeva 


and Brahman .-- the propagandists with the help of scholars in 
their pay, tried their best wits to Interpret this vakya as 2 
statement of Unity of Jeeva and Brahman. But, impartial 
Scholars have easily foiled their misadventure with the help of 
Suka Rahasya upanishad. It was also pointed out to the Kanchi 
Kumbhakonam Math propagandists that if “OMTATSAT”™ is 
taken as an Upadesha Maha Vakya, then Bhagavan Sri Krishna, 
the Gita Parameshwara willhave to be counted as a Mithya 
Vadi and that Sri Shankara Bhagavathpada will be in his 
Company on account of Gita Bhashya. The protagonists did 


not deter. 


But, when this Paramacharya (when he was still holding 
the reigns of the Peetha as its Adhipath!) was confronted with 
all the above, (in October 1934 at Varanasi) he readily announ- 
ced that “OMTATSAT ” is not his Math’s Maha Vakya and 
added that all publications mentioning '*OMTATSAT”™ as Maha 
Vakya of Kanchi Math had no sanction to publish the same 
from the Math (vide Pandita Patra of Varanasi dated: 
15-10-1934, and the English Daily “LEADER” dated: 


21—10—1934, from Allahabad). 


This Statement of the Paramacharya sounds a retreat 


(a home-run) to the protagonists of the Kanchi Kumbhakonam 


Math. It is very unfortunate that they still persist in arguing 
the authority of the propaganda publications which the Parama- 
charya disapproved. They are doing more harm than good to 
the prestige of the Kanchi Kumbhakonam Math. 


enfain © eu pms, BD By. Es wna, Busy suche mites” 
rer w awe g Ga Sarg Lona aenar 
einGaencarsin inn parry Litt oma: dea ptCL | 
apt SBaxH4 ehQ nem nena e., Puaee On 
VTS MUP WUT IAD. oui Fe er 51% By, td set 
act Moser oppdusr J pstads0 Baiada tiene.” 
Garaidar bb OED (Lpen jp Ga fwraet (a0, EZ) a 


Lat 


qyfends wei dsaer Qed Ay teen. sian se 
<M, ST J eux Aub fai aa. i “et Tete “I 


Card aya ats Ger yma, a wrt 150 ago Ogrtnedd 
50 veg 60 gue 27 5BR, SDD aT BOs dd 
sTaphudura. Grosse. 2A shies vuaaih unter 
sjasun® weuoBuraaid wubugieoarin ab. 
12 my. nih ee 90 oD gas® Sat _1.- VI, . 
Bip (Shit Sm ay. - | SSeareretts exh 


aut, Ge : = Ceeypagd wetse4r 
BEN CHUIT Goer ds Ligeti Balpn ge erase PO < 
enews, Be 3 Gawss apurAume, 82 augdusctr 
UAtke Mes Basar ard Hur Qedy gy, QD sy 
opieogs Yeupsersenbh Geigy Bhar, 
Ni Ayd,Zor alu dT LIS By, Szergu G eth By SUD Daseng, 
CseaDx Gdsom TL a LOAD LHAR. UnTePL ‘egang y 
ificvert 4 OLE Ary 6100 Bus Aah E enya Nes 5, Sk On” 
em yrrotu yuan? mdiavoray ek Pam ibiay © 
LOAD HAPS T mh SIAM aw  wemeangde Pair dix 
emit! = =watetacr, ger ate O69 ming 
inem~emuyh, Ouiein Saray, Ysempujey SN vy ae " 

$e.—-4 pi 
English rendering : | 

Behind the Temple ( of Kedaroswara ) 


yards distance, in a 50 feet 
square , 
dary, lies the Jeeva Samadhi of a = 


in@ tranquil u 
nostentatious 
Square shed covered by Zinc s} 
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English rendering } 


If this Samadhi is renovated and his ( Adi diachace s) 
greatness proclaimed. it appears that the Government is afraid 
that our Nation will become a Secular Nation and hence the 
Government is not extending any concession. ( as is indicated 


by the poor condition of the place ) 
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English rendering ; 

Behind the Kedarnath Temple, near the Samadhi of Sri 
Adi Shankara can be seen = thousand feet high snowclad 
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Kedafnath peak standing like a fortress wall. These impregna. 
hle peaks extend upto Badrinath and boyand. It is said that 
this is called Swargaroham { area) and. thatSn_ Adi, Shankara: 
himself attained Seyulya here, The Puranas confirm this. 


Phatos of Kedaranath Temple and Sri Adi Shankara’s 
Samadhi were aiso published in this book, The photo Block of 
those ees taken from the BOOK} is given here. 
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Gri R. Krishnaswamy lyer, the author of the book, { who 
was astaunch devotee of the Kanchi Kumbhakoram Math }, 
submitted the book to the Paramachatya who was then the 


Peotadhipathi dejure and defacto. | 

The Paramacharya gave hima Srimukham stating that 
he perused tha rare book ( with interest ) and exprassed his 
happiness that the book describes things which would help 


others who undertake the — to these places. 
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The Sri Mukham indicates that the Paramachaya perused 
the book-including the lengthy references to the place of dis- 
appearance of Sri Bhagawatpada near Kedarnath, and saw the 
photo of the Samadhi of Sri Shankara at Kedar that is printad 
in that book and he approved of the same, If that was repugn- 
ant to his view 1.e, thut Sn Shankara passed away at Kanchi. 
puram and Shankara's Samadhi is at Sri Karmakshi Temple, then 
he would never have given the Srimukham. 


The result is that Kanchi Kumbhakonam Math’s claim of 
having the Samadtu of Sri Sankara in the Kamakshi Temple 
complex is completely reyected by tw Paramacharyd. 


It was an unpluasant disappomtment to all impartal 
observers who believed that the devutwes of Kanchi Kumbha- 
konam Math would obsy and atidg by tha Paramacharya’s 
clearly stated opinions on the controversial claums of the Math. 
There is no discerning change or lutung up of propaganda 
activity to project the self aggrandised claims of the Math. 
Kanchi Kumbhakonam Math propaganda agents with their 
more-Royal than-the-King himself behaviour, show up a sort of 
obscuranusm bloated with morbid obsessive obstinacy, 


5. MISSELLANEOUS 


Mr, A. S. P. lyer-a@ distinguished Civilian, a Madras 
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Shankaracharya Maths came later ‘on, in Nepal and Kashmir 
and also in various parts of South India, including one at 
Kumbhakonam, shifted later on to Kanchipuram “', 


This observation of Mr, A. S. P. lyer like his judgements- 
is clear, us-equivocal and pointed. It requires £0 explanation 
or commentary to make the implications understood by a 
layman of an average reader, 


When the Kumbhakonam Kanchi Mutt approached the 
Govt. of India to declare Kanchi as the seat of an criginal 
Mutt established by Sankara ( for purposes of tourist interest ) 
the Government negatived the request and asked the Mutt to 
file a Declaration Suit in an appropriate Court of Law end 
satisfy that Court with evidence in Support of their claims. But 
the Paramacharya did not choose to file a declaration suit for 
;ccognition and kept quiet for too obvious reasons. 


‘Mihen the present Paramacharya and his. pupil Sri 
Jayendra Saraswati were touring Andhra Pradesh in and 
ground Vijayawada in November 1968, very serious, specific, 
unsavoury, provocative and biting allegations were made in a 
Telugu Weekly ‘Jwala’ about the quarels’ relations aud rela- 
tionship between the two. The allegations, to this date stand 
uncontradicted. Paramacharya did not take any steps in the 
wake of those allegations to disprove, deny or protest against 
them. The reasons are too obvious. 


Even the Government of India has rejected the claims 
of Kanchi Kurmbhakonam Mutt. The Government has firmly 
stated in D. O. No. 19/64-63-/ S. dt. 29th May ( 1stJune ) 
1954 from Shri M, G. Raja Ram, Joint Secretary, Government 
of India, Ministry of Education, addressed to Shri, S. Subba 
Aiyer, Madras-24 and to Shri 5S. V. Lakshmanan, Salem-1 that 
Sr Shankara established only Four Mails, at Puri, Sringeri, 
Dwuaraka and Bathrinath and he didnot establish any Math at 
Kanchipuram nor did He attain Samadhi at Kanchipuram. 
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19. 

In the last quarter of the nineteenth century, Sri Jagad- 
guru Satchidananda Sivabhinava Nrusimha Bharathi Maha- 
swami, the Jagadguru of Sri Sringeri Sharada, Peetham deci- 
ed that Sri Sankara Jayanti Mahotsava.. be celebrated every,. 
year on the filth day of Lunar: month «of Vaisakha and. advised, 
all Astikas in India to observe it as a five-day Festival. The 
astrologers all over india have obeyed the comwnand and are 
including it in the Panchangas every yaar ever since.» Even the. 
Kumbhakonam Mutt obeyed the cammand and started celebra- 
ting Shankara Jayanti. The Kumbhakonam Mutt caonot deny. of. 
having accepted the-diractive of. the Stinger} Jagadguru..in this. 
regard, thereby admitting .the Supremacy of stinger, Math by. 

mplication, | 4 


The Paramacharya could not directly: take Sanyasa from 
his Guru, because ‘that Guru passed away before he could. 
reach the: place, (According to-his-aulo-biography published. 
in Andhra Prabha Daily) Nor could he-learn Sastra pata fron. 
his Guru, The person who taught him Sastras (from 1907 to 
1913) was Mahatiatopadhys Vedanta. Kesati Painganadu 
Ganapati Sastry who told‘him the truth that Sringeri Jagadgury ° 
Satchidananda Sivabhinava Nrisimha Bharathi: was the real. 
Jagadguru for the whole of South India symbolising- Dakshira- 
mnaya Peetham and that all other Peethas. in the South are 
only Sishya Peethas. This is evident from ‘Jagadguru Chitra 
Bandha Stutht* of Se Ganapati Sastry. 3 


if Paramacharya has any regard for truth or for his Sastra 
teacher, he should ask his followers to desist from claiming 
suptemacy over Sringeri Math. Perhaps for this reason he has 
rojected the unfounded claims put forward by his Mutt. | 


Venkatadhwari's Viswagunadarsa Champu is a famous 
sanskrit Kavya written in 17th century. lt describes Kanchi of 
is times with significant minute details of all important 
Spots in the town. It has no reference to a Jagadguru Samkara 


Peviha at Kanchi because there was no such Peetha at Kanchi 
4 faw hundred years back, | 
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The Paramacharya whose scholarship in Sanskrit is of 
deep penetration seems to be aware of- this and | oe | 
rejects the claims of his Math of ancient existence at Kanc i 


Saint Tyagaraja, the greatest music composer visited 
Kanchi inthe second quarter of the 19th century. It is on’ 
record that he visited all important placés at Kanchi: Tyaga- 
raja, who belonged to Sankara Sampradaya, and who took to. 
Sanyasa ultimately-would have paid a visit to Kanchi Math 
(if there was one such Math) during his stay at Kanchi. He 
visited Upanishad Math, : 


The Peramacharya a lover of music and the Karnatic 
Music trinity seems to be aware of it. .This seems to be one 
of the reasons why he rejects the claim of his Math of 
ancient existence at Kanchi, .. . pee hy eS ee ga ee lat Sd 

Ramanatham i, e. Rameswearam, is the Kshetra attached 
to Sringeri. Even upto this day, the priests of Ramanatha: 
Temple in Rameshwaram are eligible to Priesthood only if they 
are initiated by the Sringeri Acharya, The Sringeri Achrya is 
the only other Indian (apart from the Chief Priest) who is 
allowed into the inner sanctum of the Temple. Kanchi Kumbh 
konam Math people are twisting this factua! POSition, | ee “ 


We can only look forward t ay 1 RS 
prevails, false and cooked up slate a 0 
truthfull effort made to Strengthen 
true, honest reform at home ane ) 
gners of these false and insip 
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